The Rebel Yell remembers a fallen journalist
By April Corbin

The Rebel Yell

In a solemn ceremony on Wednesday afternoon, UNLV formally dedicated the Rebel Yell office suite in the new Student Union as the Ryan “Bomb G” Baumgardner Suite.

On April 25, 2005, Ryan G. Baumgardner passed away at age 25.  Ryan was a former sports editor for the Rebel Yell, pledge educator for Sigma Alpha Epsilon and contributing writer for local sports publications.

As a celebration and tribute to his life, the Baumgardner family committed to donating over $50,000 to formally dedicate the new Rebel Yell office suite and set up a fully endowed scholarship with the university.

Rebecca Mills, vice president of student life, called the efforts a labor of love.  “Not just for Ryan”, she said.  “But for the university”.

Mills spoke of the Rebel Yell’s former office in the basement of FDH.  She said the new office is unique, outspoken, independent and contains a fierce personality.  “The Rebel Yell office is now marked by the characteristics possessed”, said Mills.

Bill Baumgardner also spoke of his son’s personality.  “Ryan was a unique individual”, he said.  “He could extract extreme emotions and was not one to be ignored”.

Bill recalled the support he and his family received from the community following Ryan’s death and recognition at graduation.  “We feel a part of the UNLV nation”, Bill said.

To raise money for the donations, the Baumgardner’s held a memorial golf outing last year that raised $8,660.  This year, the annual Ryan “Bomb G” Baumgardner Memorial Golf Outing is scheduled for October 20 in Palmetto, Florida.  Bill expects to raise 12 to 15 thousand dollars this year.  At the event, he presented a $5,000 check to Jason LeGrand, the director of development of student life.
“Because of this scholarship, [Ryan] will never be forgotten”, Bill said.

Once the $25,000 has been raised for the endowment, the money will sit in an account for two years and collect interest.  After two years, a portion of that interest will be given to students via scholarships.  The remainder of the interest collected on the original donation will be put toward the principal in order to help collect interest for the next year’s scholarship.  This, Director of Scholarship and Tribute Giving, Deborah A. Young explained, helps hedge inflation.

“[The endowment] will just keep giving,” Young said.

Bill stated he hopes one day future recipients of the Baumgardner scholarship will reflect on their time at UNLV and thank the scholarship’s role in helping them reach their professional careers.

As for the renaming of the Rebel Yell office suite, Bill stated he believed it was a good fit, but noted with a smile that Ryan would find it ironic.

“He was really controversial”, Bill explained.  “But he would be very pleased.  He was a dedicated journalist.  The power of the pen, he believed in that”.

