Student’s family starts scholarship
By Anne Butler

The Rebel Yell

The Rebel Yell offices will be formally dedicated at the Student Union Grand Opening ceremonies in the fall in memory of Ryan Baumgardner.

A gift of $25,000 will be put into the Student Life General Fund to be used in “support of the union”, said Director of Development for Student Life Jason LeGrand, and another $25,000 will be put toward a scholarship endowment.  The totality of the $50,000 will be made over the next three years.

The Baumgardner family contacted Vice President of Student Life, Rebecca Mills, to coordinate a way to memorialize Ryan.

His father, Bill Baumgardner, said that the family is “very happy to do this in his memory”, as it gives them a “place to go and touch and feel”.

According to LeGrand, the scholarship application process has yet to be created, but the $25,000 will be put in an interest-bearing account to support the continued use of the scholarship in perpetuity.

Ryan Baumgardner was sports editor and a staff writer for The Rebel Yell and passed away in 2005.  Born in Johnstown, Penn., he lived for eight years in Las Vegas and graduated from Green Valley High School in 1998.  He served as Pledge Educator for Sigma Alpha Epsilon at UNLV.

Bill Baumgardner and his wife, Nancy, were at the 13th hole at Imperial Lakewoods Golf Club in Palmetto, Fla, when they heard the news of their son’s death.  Rather than making the golf course a negative place for themselves, they will be hosting an annual tournament there, slated for every October, and have placed a plaque in his memory at the 13th hole.

The first tournament held brought in $8,660 for their son’s fund.  “The people who played in it supported it and had a great time”, said Bill Baumgardner.

“We dedicated ourselves to doing something that would have some good come out of this”, he added.  “Year in and year out, people can ask the question as to who he is.  He could push students, as well as the staff’s, buttons for positive as well as not.  But Ryan was not one to be ignored”.  

The plaque, set above some of his buried ashes, has Ryan Baumgardner’s name, the name of his fraternity, UNLV’s name, and the phrase, “Go Steelers!” etched in it.

Ryan is survived by his mother, father and younger brother Bret.
